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President’s Message
Whether its group quilts, community quilting, sewing circles, or just friends getting together,
creating together can result in wonderful quilts for yourself or for others! The quilts provide
warmth, comfort and joy and the group dynamics provide encouragement and friendship.
It really is a win-win situation. Do you currently belong to small group of quilters? Are you
interested in forming one? Inspired by Elaine Theriault’s January presentation, we’ll be
reviving the idea of a sign-up list for those interested in forming a group at our February
meeting – see information on page 5. This sharing of knowledge, time and resources is
what makes quilters the best! And York Heritage Quilters Guild members top my list of
amazing people.
This month, YHQG presents its annual Community Night! Round tables will be set up in
middle of the room, allowing members to work on their own projects. We encourage
members to ask questions, exchange ideas, and share the joy of quilting!
For those who would prefer, we are also providing you with an opportunity to learn. Four demo stations will be set up
around the periphery of the room, and you can rotate through – learning to hand quilt with Jan; tying a quilt with
Community Quilts; wool felting with Andrea; and your President will let you play with a variety of “coloured pencils” to learn
how to embellish your quilts. Details are on page 2.
So, come and warm up with a hot beverage (coffee, tea or hot chocolate), some spirited conversation and of course a
cookie or two. There will be door prizes, a 50/50 draw, and an opportunity to purchase fabrics at Country Clothesline’s
table (see page 5).
Come, share, quilt!
~ Irena Hopper yhqgpresident@gmail.com

PS: We have 5 positions on the executive to fill! Please see Jane’s note on page 5 and consider volunteering.

YHQG is a scent-free zone

YHQG Tuesday meetings

A friendly reminder to members and guests to refrain
from wearing perfume when attending our meetings and
workshops. Let’s be considerate - some members are
highly allergic to scents. Thank you!

Next meeting: Tuesday, February 20 at 7 p.m.

Toronto Botanical Garden
777 Lawrence Avenue East, Toronto
Community Night, with door prizes + refreshments!
Vendor: Country Clothesline

Upcoming meetings:
March 20, April 17, May 15
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PROGRAM

There will not be a Show & Share session
at the February meeting, but we look
forward to seeing your creations in March!

Tuesday, February 20 at 7 p.m.
Community Night with Demos

Join us for our annual community quilting evening! This year, there are lots of options. You’re
invited to bring your own project to work on, and we encourage you to exchange tips and
techniques with those sharing your table.
Hot beverages and cookies will keep you fuelled throughout the evening! Please lug your own mug.
Brief demonstrations by your fellow members will showcase a variety of techniques:
Hand Quilting with Jan McGoey (please bring a thimble + thread clippers)
Wool Felting with Andrea Howell (kits available for $6)
Colouring on Fabric with Irena Hopper
Learn to Tie a Quilt with Community Quilts
To add to the fun, there will be Door Prizes awarded throughout the evening, as well as the popular 50/50 draw!

LOOKING AHEAD ...
Tuesday, March 20 at 7 p.m.
Lecture: Walk the Creative Walk
Bethanne Nemesh
http://www.whitearborquilting.com/
In March we’re delighted to host the multi award winning quilter
Bethanne Nemesh from Pennsylvania. Bethanne’s journey as an art
quilter from her beginnings making traditional quilts, then branching
out into pattern manipulation, and on to her current pictographic silk
art quilts will be explored with a slide show and trunk show of her
available quilts (some are with travelling exhibits and others are at
current quilt shows).

Tuesday, April 17 at 7 p.m.
Lecture: Why Did I Buy this Ugly Fabric?
Cynthia England
https://www.englanddesign.com/
At our April meeting, we will welcome Cynthia England. She has received many
awards for her work, including three Best of Show awards at the prestigious
International Quilt Festival. Her quilt was included as "One of the Twentieth Century's
Best American Quilts" by The Alliance for American Quilts, The American Quilt Study
Group, the International Quilt Association, and the National Quilting Association.

~ Judy Messenger & Joanne Hannon Shaw, Program
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WORKSHOPS
Bethanne Nemesh

Workshops are held at Toronto Botanical Garden, 777 Lawrence Ave. E.
Coffee + tea are provided. Please bring your lunch and remember to wear
your name tag!

http://www.whitearborquilting.com/

Tuesday, March 20 - The Devil is in the Details
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. $100 + kit fee
In this workshop, students will produce a collection of samples that feature beaded bias appliqué, beaded piping, swag piping
and beaded knife edge binding. You will also be introduced to using Derwent Inktense
watercolour pencils. The kit includes pre-quilted squares, beads, piping, ink and activators,
as well as handouts for the project. Sewing machine with zipper foot required.

Wednesday, March 21 - Nemeshing: A Two-hour Drawing Class
9:00 to 11:00 a.m. $35
In this class, Beth will demonstrate her signature quilting style, “Nemeshing”. Learn to blend
and repeat the five easy shapes and you’ll be using “Nemeshing” in many of your projects!

Wednesday, March 21 - Quilted Textures from A to Zen
11:15 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. $75
In this free-motion quilting workshop, Bethanne will share a fresh take on backgrounds, with
inspiration from every letter of the alphabet. It’s perfect for filling those big, open spaces on
modern quilts! Sewing machine required.
** TAKE BOTH Wednesday workshops for a combined fee of $100

Cynthia England

https://www.englanddesign.com/

Tuesday, April 17 - Small Landscapes
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. $100 + kit fee
Choose between two small (19” x 17”) landscape options, “Smoky Mountains” or “Country Road”. There is no tracing involved;
templates are pre-printed onto freezer paper. Note: You will need to decide in advance which pattern you want, to allow for
shipping. Leslie will place the order. You can view the patterns on Cynthia’s website (above). Sewing machine required.

Wednesday, April 18 - Picture Piecing
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. $100 + kit fee
You will learn how to piece a colourful bird feeder quilt while getting a feel for designing your
own project using the Picture Piecing technique.
Sewing machine required.

These workshops are filling up quickly. Contact Leslie with any questions, or to register.
~ Leslie Batt, Workshops
416-221-5437
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COMMUNITY QUILTING NEWS
A big vote of thanks for the time and effort all of you have made in the creation of beautiful, comforting quilts for people who
are facing challenging situations. Here are the recent contributions:
Quilted CQ sandwiches or finished quilts:
Kathy and Erika - 2
Sandra Barrett
Peter Byrne (own batting & backing)!
Robert Gutcher - 2
Martha Huffman!!
!
!

!

Kirsten Johnston
Helgard Koch
Cherie Leung - 4
Sylvia Peace
Sylvia Rochetti

Quilts made from their own stash:
Joan Lester ! !
!
!
Phoebe Visser - 4!
!
!

!
!

Mary Hallam
Anne Coukell

!

Community Quilting has been fortunate to have the use of a well-lit room at Stan Wadlow Community Centre, as well as
storage for the necessary items such as fabric, batting, sewing machines and many sundry items. Renovations by the City
of Toronto (Parks and Recreation) have seriously impacted us, as our storage space has been eliminated. We will continue
to meet at this location, but it will require a new way of organizing ourselves, because all of the necessities for quilting will
need to be stored at volunteers’ homes and transported to the centre when needed. A search is under way to find a new
location that has both a room and storage facilities. Any suggestions from members would be appreciated. Please contact
me for details of the requirements for a “new home”.
~ Wendy Dines, Community Outreach

Touch Quilts
Some of you may remember that I was giving away Touch Quilts and Touch Quilt Kits
our quilt show in November. I am very pleased to state that I gave away all of them …
140 in total. One person who took a kit was Monica, an Emergency Nurse who works at
Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre. She was very enthusiastic about the project and
explained that they see 100 seniors with varying degrees of dementia every week. A
contributing factor to this sad situation seems to be the lack of spaces in assisted care
facilities. She has asked for 12 kits per month, which will be put together by ER nursing
staff and given to patients with the most severe cases of dementia. I will be attempting
to supply these kits. This means that I may not be able to bring kits or completed Touch
Quilts to the guild meetings. However, if you would like one, contact me and I will do my
best to supply it. Also, if you are interested in making Touch Quilts for Sunnybrook, just
let me know.
~ Bev Stevens 647-344-1478

MEMBERSHIP
Thank you to Joanne Laing and Anne-Marie McLaughlan for helping out at the membership desk at the January
meeting. Please join me in welcoming three new members: Del Horsey, Julie Netherton and Doreen Ouellet.
Guests are welcome at all of our meetings (except the AGM in May). The fee is $15, and if your guest decides to become
a member, we will deduct $15 from their 2017-2018 dues.
~ Phoebe Visser, Membership
YORK HERITAGE QUILTERS GUILD NEWS
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Big Guild, Small Groups
In the past, York Heritage has attempted to put people together to form small groups. Prompted by
Elaine Theriault’s talk in January, we thought it might be fun to try this again. We will have a table
set up at the Community Night in February that will act as a focal point for anyone interested in forming
a group. Please note that we are not creating your group, just facilitating the connections.
What makes a group work? The people!

Does the group need to have a common interest? Only quilting.

I am lucky to be in a small group. Each of us does different types of quilting, have different styles and interests, but it works.
We started our group with a common theme, and a common interest in participating in a challenge. It’s as simple as that.
If you think you might be interested in a forming a quilting group, part of the commitment must come from you. Please contact
me at jcowans@sympatico.ca or come to the “Small Groups” table at the February meeting and indicate your interest.
~ Katie Pidgeon

Become a member of our guild's
executive committee
Every year we say good-bye to a few of our executive
members, thus necessitating adding a few new names to that
committee! And this year is no different ... we need to recruit
5 of you to step forward, join up, take part and add your
voice. We're looking for a Vice President, who will step into
the presidency and then serve as Past President (a 4-year
commitment), 2 Program Coordinators (2-year commitment),
1 Display and Competition Coordinator (2-year commitment)
and a Webmaster (2-year commitment).
If you have any questions or would like to learn more about
these positions, please email me at ajanecramer@hotmail.com
I have enjoyed my time working with our committee and am
pretty sure you would too!
~ Jane Cramer

Why I Volunteer

I’m in the midst of my fourth (not consecutive) year of
volunteering on the executive of YHQG. Here are some of
the reasons I do it:
§ It’s a great way to get to know fellow quilters.
§ It’s a lot of fun!
§ It helps me feel more connected to our large guild.
§ I get a sense of satisfaction from contributing my
skills.
§ I feel privileged to be part of such an enthusiastic,
creative team.
§ It’s a chance to learn something new. For example,
I’ve mastered a particular word processing program
to format the newsletter.
§ I feel strongly about our guild’s objective to “promote
learning, sharing and workmanship with each other
and with the community”.
§ Someone’s got to do it!
~ Janet Patterson, Newsletter Editor

FEBRUARY VENDOR - Country Clothesline
Some of the fabulous new fabrics we will be bringing to the February meeting:
Liberty of London English Garden Fat Quarter Bundles; Brand new William Morris & Co Kelmscott Collection
Cosy Flannels perfect for quilt backs; A great selection of our other designer fabrics in 1/2 yard cuts
If you would like anything cut to order just place your order at countryclothesline.ca using discount code yorkheritage. Shipping
charges will be waived and we will bring your custom order to the meeting for you to pick up. Or just send me an email at
sylvia@countryclothesline.ca to place your order.
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Congratulations!
Kathy K. Wylie won First Place, Traditional Appliqué, for her quilt “For Such a Time as This” at the
Annual Judged Show of the International Quilt Association, November 2017
http://www.quilts.org/iqawinners/2017/list.html
https://kathykwylie.com/2017/10/for-such-a-time-as-this/
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YHQG Executive 2017/2018
To reach any member of the executive, please contact our president
who will forward your email. Alternatively, you may consult the member
list for contact details.
_______________________________________________________

President Irena Hopper

yhqg.president@gmail.com

Vice President vacant until 2018/19
Past President Jane Cramer
Secretary Karen McMillan

AROUND THE BLOCK

Treasurer Chrystle Stucky

FOR SALE

Program Judy Messenger + Joanne Hannon-Shaw

Sewing Table (40" x 18" x 30"tall). The door
swings out to create more tabletop space.

Workshops Leslie Batt

Best offer. lesliebatt@gmail.com

Membership Phoebe Visser
Library Shirley Stalford
Newsletter Janet Patterson yhqgNewsletterEditor@gmail.com
Website Valerie Prideaux

vrprideaux@gmail.com

Display and Competition Donaleen Vlossak + Paul Tragni
Community Outreach Wendy Dines
Quilt Show Jane Cramer

yhqg.org

Like us on Facebook

NEXT ISSUE
Submissions for the March newsletter should be sent to
yhqgnewslettereditor@gmail.com no later than Friday, February 16.

Support our advertisers
http://www.annssewing.ca/
https://canadiannationalfabric.com/
http://www.countryconcessions.com/
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U PC OMI NG S HOW S & E VE NTS
Con8nuing to February 25
A Thread and a Story

Museums of Mississauga
Benares Historic House & Bradley
Museum
Includes Canadian Heritage Quilt
CollecOon
hQps://culture.mississauga.ca/museums

March 5 - 29

Mon. - Fri., 10 - 3
Sun. Mar. 11 + 18, 12 - 3

Landscapes of Israel

An ExhibiOon of Quilts by the
Encounters Art Quilt Group of Israel
London Jewish Community Centre
536 Huron St., London, ON
Free admission
519-673-3310

Fri. March 23 & Sat. March 24
10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Quilt Fever 2018

Etobicoke Quilters’ Guild
Neilson Park CreaOve Centre
56 Neilson Drive, Etobicoke
Admission $8
www.QuiltFever.ca

Sat. April 14 & Sun. April 15
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Sunshine Quilt Show

Orillia Quilters’ Guild
Trillium Manor, 12 Grace Ave., Orillia
Admission $5 (men are admiQed
free)
www.orilliaquiltersguild.com

For more lis*ngs of quilt shows in
Ontario and across Canada, visit
www.canadianquilter.com

April 26 to 28
Piecemakers Quilt Show 2018
Huron Perth Quilters Guild and
Stonetowne Quilters Guild
Pyramid Centre
317 James St.S., St. Marys, ON
Admission $8
packham@cyg.net

May 4 to 6
Feelings in Fabric 2018

Kawartha Quiltmakers’ Guild
1545 Monaghan Road, Peterborough
Admission $5
hQp://www.kawarthaquiltmakersguild.ca

Fri. May 4 & Sat. May 5
Friday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

https://canadianquilter.com/quiltcanada-2018-2/

Making Quilted Memories
Norfolk County Quilters’ Guild
The Aud, Norfolk County Fairgrounds
172 South Drive, Simcoe
Admission $6
www.ncquilts.com

May 30 to September 23
Color Improvisa8ons 2
The TexOle Museum of Canada
55 Centre Ave., Toronto
A special invitaOonal exhibiOon of
contemporary quilts curated by
Nancy Crow, one of the most
celebrated and inﬂuenOal quilt arOsts
of the past forty years. The exhibit
includes 50 large, improvisaOonal
quilts by 43 arOsts from Canada,
France, Germany, Switzerland, Japan,
Scotland, and the United States.
www.texOlemuseum.ca
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