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President’s Message
The month of November calls to my mind remembrance. I remember those who have
gone before me so that I can live in this wonderful, gloriously free land; for those who
still serve to maintain this freedom; and everyone who lends a hand to another person.
Do a random act of kindness. It will be remembered by the recipient. As quilters, we
know how to share! Please, in this month of remembrance, share your story with your
family and friends, remember our freedom, and cherish each and every day.
Our guest speaker for November (which is our final meeting of the year) is Libs Elliott
who will share her unique approach to quilt design.
And don’t forget that we will also be having our annual
Members Holiday Sale. You can anticipate an array of
handmade items created by members to get a head start
on your holiday shopping. A guild table with fabric and
book bargains from the YHQG stash will also be featured!
Come, share, quilt!

~ Irena Hopper
yhqgpresident@gmail.com

YHQG Tuesday meetings

Toronto Botanical Garden
777 Lawrence Avenue East, Toronto

Next meeting: Tuesday, November 21 at 7 p.m.
Guest speaker: Libs Elliott, Quilting with Code
Members Holiday Sale

Upcoming meetings:
2018: January 16, February 20, March 20, April 17, May 15

YHQG is a scent-free zone
A friendly reminder to members and guests to refrain from
wearing perfume when attending our meetings and
workshops. Let’s be considerate - some members are
highly allergic to scents. Thank you!
YORK HERITAGE QUILTERS GUILD NEWS

1

NOVEMBER 2017

VOL. 39 NO. 3

PROGRAM
Tuesday, November 21 at 7 p.m.
Libs Elliott - Quilting with Code
http://www.libselliott.com/
Please join us in welcoming Libs Elliott, a Toronto resident who is known for using computer
code and algorithms to create her random quilt patterns. A deep appreciation for craftsmanship,
design history and future-focused applications are all reflected in her work. She studied Material
Art & Design at OCAD University. She will explain how technology can transform a traditional
craft into modern functional art without abandoning the inherent pleasures of handcrafted
products, and also show us some of her quilts. You may have seen her red-and-white quilt
design on the Absolut Canada Limited Edition vodka bottles produced this summer to honour
Canada’s sesquicentennial.

Coming up in 2018 ...
Tuesday, January 16 at 7 p.m.
Elaine Theriault
http://crazyquilteronabike.blogspot.ca/
We will be entertained by another local quilter, Elaine Theriault, at our first meeting of the year.
Elaine’s humorous presentation will feature the ups and downs of creating “Group Quilts. Her talk will
include a trunk show with a wide range of quilts.

Tuesday, March 20 at 7 p.m.
Bethanne Nemesh http://www.whitearborquilting.com/
We would like to remind everyone that our speaker in March will be the
multi award winning quilter Bethanne Nemesh, presenting her lecture “Walk
the Creative Walk”. Bethanne will share her journey as an art quilter, from
her beginnings making traditional quilts, then branching out into pattern
manipulation, to her current pictographic silk art quilts. This will include both
a slide show and trunk show of some of her quilts.

~ Judy Messenger & Joanne Hannon Shaw, Program

Members Holiday Sale - November 21
Don’t miss this opportunity to purchase some unique, handmade gift items in plenty
of time for the holidays! The sale starts at 6 p.m. at the November meeting and
continues at the break.
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WORKSHOPS

Workshops are held at Toronto Botanical Garden, 777 Lawrence Ave. E.
To see the full program + more images visit the website or pick up a
brochure at the meeting.

Libs Elliot
Libs is a local Toronto artist known for using computer code and algorithms to
generate her random quilt patterns. There are still a few spots left in these
workshops, so contact Leslie if you are interested. http://www.libselliott.com/

Tuesday, November 21 - The Rebel Quilt
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Fee: $100
This workshop is for anyone who wishes to make a bold and modern geometric quilt.
There will be time to cut and learn to make each block type and stay organized, as
well as learning how to choose fabrics. This most popular of Libs’ patterns is suitable
for all skill levels.

Wednesday, November 22 - Embrace the Chaos - An Exercise in
Controlled Randomness
9 a.m. to 12 noon Fee: $50
In this class, students will use only paper and pencils to walk through a series of worksheet exercises that Libs uses to
generate her quilt patterns. Using controlled elements in a random way, each participant will end up with a unique quilt pattern
layout - no two Chaos Quilts will be the same.

Wednesday, November 22 - Introduction to English Paper Piecing
1 to 4 p.m. Fee: $50
Students will have an opportunity to slow things down and do a little hand sewing. Using “The
Wicked Hex Mini” design will allow participants to see the final result more quickly. The class will
also review fussy cutting techniques, different basting methods and how to produce different
shapes.

Workshops 2018
Looking ahead to March, it is important for members to commit in advance (e.g., by early January) for the workshops with
Bethanne Nemesh. The reason for this is that there is extensive preparation required (by Bethanne) for the “Devil in the
Details” workshop and a workbook that must be shipped well in advance from the US.
In April, we’ll be offering two full-day workshops with Cynthia England on April 17 and 18 - Small Landscapes and Picture
Piecing Design.
Please give careful consideration to these learning opportunities so that you don't miss out! For more information about the
2018 workshops, visit: yhqg.org/speakers-and-workshops/.

~ Leslie Batt, Workshops
416-221-5437
YORK HERITAGE QUILTERS GUILD NEWS
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DISPLAY AND COMPETITION
Despite our members being busy working on quilts for the upcoming show, we still had eight quilts brought in for Show &
Share at our October meeting. Thanks to Joy Takahashi, Carole Thomas, Bev Sturgeon, Jan McGoey, Jane Cramer, Lyne
Lusk, Gail Lockington, and Jeannie Jenkins for sharing your creations. Thanks, as well, to our White Glove volunteers for
displaying the quilts on stage.
There was a great deal of interest in the “mystery” packages of fabric available for this year’s President’s Challenge,
“Channeling your inner Rosemary”. In fact, we sold all the packages! The money raised ($210) will be donated to the Red
Cross in Rosemary Hamelin’s name for the Mexico Earthquake Appeal (via Canadian Red Cross). Thanks for your
enthusiastic generosity! We are all looking forward to seeing the finished projects at the May meeting.
We will probably all be recovering from the Quilt Show, but, as always, we welcome any quilts you would like to show and
share at the November meeting.
White Glove volunteers for November will be:
Fran Auty, Irene Baetz, Susan Gaston, Diana Kennedy, Shelley Keyser and Carole Tullis.
See you at the show!
~ Donnaleen Vlossak & Paul Tragni
Display and Competition Co-chairs

MEMBERSHIP
We are pleased to welcome four new members who joined at
the October meeting: Claudette Bunting, Cherie Leung, Sandra
Lowry and Sherry Stein.
A big thank-you goes out to Carol Findlay and Wendy Angelo
who helped out at the membership table in October.
Please remember to bring your PINK MEMBERSHIP CARD to
our meetings, and show it to us at the table just outside the
meeting hall. Remember you will also need to present it if you
want to borrow a book from our library.
Guests are welcome at all of our meetings (except our AGM in
May). The fee is $15, and if your guest decides to become a
member, we will gladly deduct the $15 from their 2017-2018
dues.
~ Phoebe Visser, Membership
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COMMUNITY QUILTING NEWS
Despite the members’ preparations for upcoming Quilt Show, 15 completed quilts and three quilts tops were turned in at the CQ
table in October.
Many thanks to the following who donated their own fabrics, batting and time:
Phoebe Visser (4), Joan Lester (2), Anne Wood, Judy Lewis, Jean Pucyk (2), Jean Hiivala, Bridget Hodges, Nellie
Kee and Rae Murphy.
Quilt tops were received from Mary Ramsay and the team of Kim and Daryl Workman (3).
The drive for quilt tops for CQA’s “Canada’s Big Quilt Bee” was so successful that they have requested that guilds across the
country complete them and donate them either to Ronald MacDonald House or shelters in the local community. YHQG has
received two shipments and CQ will be preparing quilt sandwiches for members to take home to work on. They are easy to
distinguish, since they all contain the “Canada 150” fabric that was to be included in each block. Look for them at the CQ table
during upcoming meetings!

The beautiful CQ quilt pictured at right was recently
donated to a non-profit organization, Mom2Mom Africa, for
a silent auction at their upcoming Xmas concert fundraiser
at Duffs Presbyterian Church in Guelph on December 2.
http://www.mom2momafrica.ca/

~ Wendy Dines, Community Outreach
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Entering your Quilt(s) in the Show?
Use this checklist to make certain that nothing is overlooked. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact Fran Auty or Maria Steventon 416-299-5159.
1
2
3
4
5
6

Make copies of your entries for your own reference, being sure to take a photograph of each entry
Sew a 4” sleeve to your quilt (instructions for two methods below).
Sew a label on your quilt with your name, quilt name, etc., preferably on the bottom left corner.
Deliver your quilt(s)/item(s) to Toronto Botanical Garden on Thursday, November 9 between 9:00
and 10:30 a.m. A receipt will be issued.
Bring friends and family to see your quilt on display.
Pick up your quilt(s)/item(s) between 5:00 and 6:00 p.m. on Saturday, November 11. Remember to
bring your receipt.

Directions for 4” Permanent Sleeve
This sleeve is applied at the same time as the binding. Cut a strip of fabric 8 1⁄2” wide and about 2” shorter than the width of your quilt. For
example, a 70” strip for a quilt that is 72” wide. Hem the ends and fold the strip in half, lengthwise, with right sides out. Place raw edges of the
sleeve along the unfinished top edge of the quilt and pin to the quilt back, as you’re pinning the binding to the quilt front. Stitch through all the
layers. Blind stitch the binding over the stitching line on the quilt back, then blind stitch the bottom, folded edge of the sleeve to the quilt.
Directions for 4” Temporary Sleeve
With this method, you apply the sleeve after the binding has been finished. Cut a strip of fabric 8 1⁄2” wide and 2” shorter than the width of the
quilt. Hem the ends and sew into a tube. Turn right side out. Hand stitch one edge of the sleeve just below the binding. Leave a bit of slack when
sewing the other edge.
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The Muskoka Quilters Retreat
There is a lovely 150-year-old house in Gravenhurst
that has always been a busy place.

It has housed many families and friends, and its history continues.
The current owner, sculptor Hilary Clark Cole, has always said
that she feels as if she is just borrowing it for a while.

Two friends and neighbours, Susan Chute, owner of Four Ninety B&B, and Hilary, next
door, have decided to try out this concept.
The house is really a home, and everyone who comes there feels the comfort. Its desirable
location in the charming Muskoka town of Gravenhurst, backing onto Gull Lake Park, a 10minute walk to stores and entertainment, provides a perfect setting for your relaxing retreat.
There is no doubt that in the past others have pursued the traditional art of quilt making under
this roof…how appropriate that it is happening again!
This is what we offer:

Now booking November 1, 2017 – June 30, 2018
$390.00 (max. 6 persons) per night, 2 night minimum
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sleeping accommodation for 6. All bed linens, blankets & towels.
Large second floor bathroom with walk-in shower and separate tub.
Main floor powder room.
Bright, fully equipped modern kitchen with lake view and gas fireplace.
Coffee, tea, condiments provided.
Large comfy living room, flat screen TV with Netflix and videos.
Enclosed quiet back yard, large deck off kitchen, chairs provided.
Work tables, ergonomic chairs, lights, ironing boards, irons, cutting
boards and design board. Free WiFi.

This artist’s home has been charmingly decorated by Hilary and features many of her
sculptures, and work by other artists, for your pleasure and inspiration.
FOR RESERVATIONS PLEASE CALL SUSAN AT 905-717-0172
Further information & pictures go to www.fourninetymuskoka.com > RETREAT PAGE
* All bookings July 2017 - June 30, 2018 will be eligible to win a special, one of a kind
sculpture handcrafted & designed for The Muskoka Quilter's Retreat by artist Hilary Clark
Cole, valued at approx. $300. See Hilary's work at www.hilaryclarkcole.com

Support our advertisers
http://www.annssewing.ca/
https://canadiannationalfabric.com/
http://www.countryconcessions.com/
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LIBRARY NEWS
Many times, when there’s a lot going on before the monthly meeting starts, members have mentioned to me that they
did not realize the library was even open. Let me remind you … if there is a meeting, then the library is OPEN!
As the library area can become congested at times, please refer to the suggestions listed in the September newsletter.
We try to make it easy to peruse our substantial collection. Books are displayed by topics, so look for the explanatory
signage. The library closes at 6:50 p.m.
An item may be renewed if no one else has requested it. Books may also be requested in person at a meeting, or by
calling Shirley.
If you discover an item you think should be added to the library, please give me as much information as possible (e.g.,
title, publisher, date of publication, etc.). I will follow up on your recommendations.
Once again, we received a large number of books and magazines last month. A BIG THANK YOU goes out to our
donors. We are adding new books each month, so keep checking us out as you just might find something of interest.

" It's $ LOONIES $ and $ TOONIES $ time "
There will be another sale at the November meeting, consisting
of magazines - Quilting Arts and a few of the Japanese
magazines, and of course more books. Please remember to
bring lots of coins and small bills - they’re priced to sell!

~ Shirley Stalford, Library

AROUND THE
BLOCK
FOR SALE
Tutto Sewing Machine Bag on Wheels - medium size in
burgundy. (Exterior measurements: 20"L x 14"H x 10"D) $100
Contact Sandra: sbassett@rogers.com or 416 439-9842
For more information on the bag:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XVFvMA5eF_4

*** YHQG members may place personal ads free of charge.
Contact: yhqgnewslettereditor@gmail.com
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YHQG Executive 2017/2018
To reach any member of the executive, please contact our president
who will forward your email. Alternatively, you may consult the member
list for contact details.
_______________________________________________________

President Irena Hopper

yhqg.president@gmail.com

There is no newsletter issued in December.
Submissions for the January newsletter
should be sent to
yhqgnewslettereditor@gmail.com no later
than Friday, December 15.

Vice President vacant until 2018/19
Past President Jane Cramer
Secretary Karen McMillan
Treasurer Chrystle Stucky
Program Judy Messenger + Joanne Hannon-Shaw
Workshops Leslie Batt
Membership Phoebe Visser
Library Shirley Stalford
Newsletter Janet Patterson yhqgNewsletterEditor@gmail.com
Website Valerie Prideaux

vrprideaux@gmail.com

Display and Competition Donaleen Vlossak + Paul Tragni
Community Outreach Wendy Dines
Quilt Show Jane Cramer

yhqg.org

Like us on Facebook
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U PC OMI NG S HOW S & E VE NTS
Con4nuing to February 25

A Thread and a Story

Museums of Mississauga
Benares Historic House & Bradley
Museum
Includes Canadian Heritage Quilt
CollecRon
hTps://culture.mississauga.ca/museums

March 23 & 24, 2018, 10 am – 5 pm
Quilt Fever 2018
Etobicoke Quilters’ Guild
Neilson Park CreaRve Centre
56 Neilson Drive, Etobicoke
Admission $8
www.QuiltFever.ca

Nov 6, 2017 to Jan 6, 2018

Threadworks 2016: Flashback

Scugog Shores Museum
1655 Reach Street, Port Perry, ON
Phone: 905-985-8698 for details

CALL FOR ENTRY 2018 National Juried Show
Entry deadline: January 31, 2018

Friday, November 10 & Saturday,
November 11
Friday 10 - 7, Sat. 10 - 5

A Celebra4on of Quilts XIII YHQG Quilt Show

Toronto Botanical Garden
777 Lawrence Ave. East, Toronto
Admission $10

There are 7 categories, and all Art
Quilts must be original design and
composition. Entries must be made to
hang on a wall.
Details here: http://
njs.canadianquilter.com/index.html

hTps://yhqg.org/quilt-show-2017/

Tuesday, December 5, 2:30 - 4:00 p.m

A Canadian Nine Patch
Celebrating Canada’s 150th
Birthday

Brant Hills Community Centre
2255 Brant Street, Burlington
A group of Canadian SAQA members
are hosting an afternoon event to
share 27 quilts and their stories from
an exhibit that was part of Quilt
Festival Houston 2017 in November.
For more lisRngs of quilt shows in
Ontario and across Canada, visit
www.canadianquilter.com
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