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January 2016 

President’s Message: 

Call them what you want – “holiday” lights, Kwanzaa lights, FSM celebration lights, or just 

plain Christmas lights.  With December and January being the darkest months of the year 

with the shortest days, it is on those very dark nights I bundle up and walk around the 

neighbourhoods looking at all the twinkling lights.  Those lights have come a long way from 

when Edison had his incandescent light bulbs strung up around his Menlo Park laboratory 

compound to heighten the Yuletide excitement.  Now we have brilliant displays that light 

up the darkest night skies with a plethora of colour.  I can’t imagine this time of year with-

out them.  These twinkling lights remind me of the value of colour, and what joy it can elicit, 

even in a quilt.  The same lights with the backdrop of white snow or the blackness of the 

evening sky can look so different.  Colours are something I try to experiment with in every quilt I start.  I would sug-

gest looking for the colours in the world around you and seeing how you can incorporate those in your next project. 

But in the meantime, check out those holiday lights and put a little colour into your dark evenings. 

 

This January Guild meeting we dedicate to Community Quilting and we will be holding an old fashioned quilting 

bee.  This year we will have a choice of activities you can participate in: 

 

• Learn how to do hexies with Jan McGoey. 

• Put together slab blocks that will form the basis for blocks for comfort quilts. 

• Find out the best way to handle all those various fabrics used to assemble a touch quilt.  We need three or 

four people to bring their sewing machine to assemble a touch quilt.  To ensure we don’t end up with too 

many machines , PLEASE, contact  Wendy Dines – yhqg.community@gmail.com – to sign up for one of these 

spots. 

 

Please remember to bring your portable sewing kit including small and/or large scissors, needle, thimble, needle 

threaders, a 6″ ruler, marking pencil and thread, plus a mug for tea or coffee. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you January  19th, 

 

Laurissa Werhun 

yhqg.president@gmail.com  

YHQG is a scent-free zone! 
 

This is a reminder to all of our members to please 

refrain from wearing perfumes at our meetings. 

 

We have members who are highly allergic to scents. 

YHQG Tuesday Meetings 
Toronto Botanical Gardens, 777 Lawrence Avenue East, 

Toronto 
 

Next meeting is Tuesday, January 19 at 7pm 
It’s Community Quilt Night! 

 
February 16, 2016 

March 15, 2016 
April 19, 2016 
May 17,  2016 



YHQG News—Vol. 37—January 2016 /2 

Program: 

Maria Steventon   yhqg.programs1@gmail.com 

and 

Chrystle Stucky  yhqg.programs2@gmail.com 

January 19th is Community Quilt Night!  It’s an evening to 

participate in projects that give back to the community, as 

well as a chance to get to know other guild members bet-

ter.  Many members have said that it’s their favourite guild 

meeting of the year!  More information is included in the 

Community Quilt report on page 3.  Remember to bring 

your sewing kit! 

 

On February 16th, by popular demand, the Members Tech-

nique Showcase will be back.  Stay tuned for more details, 

but this is another night where you can get to know fellow 

guild members better, as well as learn some new tips and 

tricks. 

 

 

Just a note about what we do at Programs.  We try to 

source speakers and workshops that we think will be of 

interest to the guild members.  We try to get a balance be-

tween internationally known presenters and local talent.  

As you might expect some people are harder to book, and 

have longer lead times. In order to insure that the annual 

program is set up before the quilting year starts, we work 

12 to 18 months in advance of the presentation.   

 

We love to receive suggestions for future presenters and 

promise to work in as many as possible.  It’s your Guild and 

we’re happy to get the presenters you are interested in, so 

please keep those suggestions coming. 

Judy Beca has been coordinating the donation of touch blankets.  Here are a couple of 

“Thank You” notes received from two of the recipient organizations, and an email from an 

individual whose daughter has Cerebral Palsy. 

I just want to say thank you so much for the beautiful quilt you gave to my daugh-

ter.  She is so happy with it and looks and touches it all the time.  Please also say 

thank you to the ladies who made it and tell them I thank them from the bottom of 

my heart for making Alexandra so happy.  God bless you all.   

Maria.  
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Community Quilts 

The speaker from Sojourn House told us how they provide 

an essential lifeline to refugees coming to Toronto to es-

cape unlawful persecution.  They give assistance in the 

form of counselling and housing; they are the helping hand 

and the umbrella of hope for refugees while they begin to 

rebuild a life.  The quilts made by YHQG members go a long 

way to bring warmth, colour and beauty into the lives of 

their clients. 

 

This is what former guild member Alia Awan heard and she 

was moved to make a substantial donation of batting to 

Community Quilting.  Her donation was so generous -  ten 

boxes of packaged batting - enough to make one hundred 

and twenty (120!!!) comfort quilts.  Community Quilts and 

YHQG sends a great big THANK YOU to Alia Awan for her 

generosity.  Many, many people will benefit from her big 

heart and generous gift. 

 

As suggested at the November Guild meeting, because of 

the influx of Syrian refugees, a large number of quilts will 

be given as gifts of warmth, welcome and beauty.  Fairlawn 

Avenue United Church has already furnished the apart-

ment for the family they are sponsoring.  In a thank you 

email, they wrote: "They are beautiful quilts and will help 

to make this a warm and welcoming home for the family". 

 

A number of guild members have contacted me requesting 

quilts for their sponsoring organizations.  Every attempt 

will be made to provide at least two quilts per fam-

ily....more as you, the members, bring more quilts for this 

distribution.  Please, DO get in touch with me (at  

yhqg.community@gmail.com) to add your group to the list. 

 

So many quilts, quilted sandwiches and tops were brought 

to the Community Quilting table at the November meeting 

that the volunteers were overwhelmed and accurate re-

cord-keeping of all contributors went awry.  Thanks so very 

much to all who contributed....we'll make a concerted ef-

fort to ensure that in future, each and every one will be 

acknowledged here in this newsletter. 

 

Community Quilts will also be making a donation of fabric 

to “Days for Girls” (see the information that follows). 

 

 

 

For the January Guild meeting, you can look forward to 

participating in a good old-fashioned quilting bee.   There 

are three different activities for which you are asked to 

bring your portable sewing kit including small and/or large 

scissors, needle, thimble, needle threaders, a 6" ruler, 

marking pencil and thread, plus a mug for tea or coffee. 

• Hexies with Jan McGoey.  Jan has done much “fussy-

cutting” preparation for this project. 

• Piecing slab-blocks (improvisationally pieced blocks).  

Additional rounds will be added by machine at the 

Monday CQ sessions to ensure that the outside 

edges of the blocks are secure when trimming to 

size. 

• Learn the best way to handle all those various fabrics 

used to assemble a touch quilt.  We need three or 

four people to bring their sewing machine to assem-

ble a touch quilt.  PLEASE, contact me - Wendy Dines 

- yhqg.community@gmail.com - to sign up for one of 

these spots. 

 

Wendy Dines 

yhqg.community@gmail.com  

Days For Girls 

 

Hello there, My name is Carolyn and I am the team lead for 

Days for Girls, Brampton team. We are a registered charity 

where volunteer sewers provide reusable menstrual prod-

ucts for women in developing nations. As we are a 100% 

volunteer (time and donations) organization, I am writing 

to you in hopes of securing a donation gift in kind of fabric 

and/or thread.  We use quilters cotton and flannel for our 

kits.  I was wondering if perhaps you have any excess fabric 

in your guild that you would be willing to donate?  I would 

be more then happy to meet with a representative to dis-

cuss this further.  In the mean time please take a moment 

to explore the charity's website at www.daysforgirls.org . 

Thank you so much in advance for considering a donation.  

I look forward to hearing from you. 

 

best regards, 

Carolyn Sheehan 

bramptonon@daysforgirls.org  

 

Editor’s Note: Carolyn let me know that scraps must be at 

least 12” x 12” to be useful.  Also, darker colours of flannel 

are best. 
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Display and Competition: 

Show and Share 
 

Thank you to all who brought their finished quilts to share 

in November.  The membership loves to see what you have 

been up to!  There will be no show and share for January 

and February due to programming, but don’t let that stop 

you from following your New Years' resolution to finish up 

your UFOs and be ready to show them at the March meet-

ing.  

 

Quilter of the Month 
 

A big thank you to Shirley Dawson  for being “Quilter of the 

Month”.  I learned that I have not been keeping up with all 

the recent happenings in her workroom.  By the looks of 

her newest work, Shirley’s "gone modern”.  Thank you so 

much for sharing!!  

 

I am still looking for a few more quilters of the month, if 

you belong to a stitching group and are working on a 

theme or an interesting project  please see me about be-

coming “quilter of the month” as a group.  

 

 
Sandy Lindal 

yhqg.display@gmail.com  

FLIMSY SHOW  

(It has nothing to do with lingerie) 
 

I am planning something fun for April — I am calling it 

the “Flimsy Show”  if you have a top that has waited 

waaaay to long to be quilted we would love to see it.  I 

need a group of quilters who will dare to show their 

“flimsy” and tell us the reason why it has waited so long 

to be quilted.   This is all for fun but it  is top secret—

there will be prizes involved!!  Do not try to wrestle this 

out of the executive.  All will be revealed in April.  I have 

two names on the list so there is lots of room to be in-

volved!! 

Out of the BlueOut of the BlueOut of the BlueOut of the Blue    

    
Have you started your challenge 

yet??  Has an idea come to you 

“Out of the Blue”?  Do you know it 

doesn’t have to be blue?  Please 

check previous newsletters or the 

blog to get your copy of the entry 

form and all relevant information. 

 

BJ will have a small sample of binding at the January 

meeting and will answer any questions you might have 

about how to bind your challenge in a way that will 

please the judges. 

Member Challenge: 

Aid for Syrians: 

 

 

1000 Stitches for Syrians is 

now collecting handmade 

items for incoming Syrian 

refugees.  Neckwarmers, 

hats, mittens, socks/

slippers, blankets, toys and 

other items are wanted.   

 

 

 

 

 

The details are in this link 

from the Textile Museum 

Volunteer Group:   
 

 https://strandnews.wordpress.com/2015/12/21/1000-

stitches-for-syrians/ 

or visit: 

www.1000stitches.org/ 
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FOR SALE:   A Little Gracie II quilting frame...."It'll turn your 

personal sewing machine into a home quilting system".  

 

It's made of engineered hard birch wood, aluminum and 

plastic, with steel roller bearings.  It's yours for $200 AND all 

the proceeds will go to Community Quilting!  For a full de-

scription, go to www.graceframe.com. 

 

Contact Wendy Dines yhqg.community@gmail.com to ar-

range a demonstration. 

Around the Block: 

Volunteers Needed for the Textile Museum Sale 

 

If you are a member of the Textile Museum or are interested 

in joining and would like to help in the workroom to sort and 

price items for the May Textile Museum Sale, starting in Feb. 

2016, please contact:   

Pat Steenbergen   

pat.steenbergen@gmail.com.   

 

People needed:  

Tuesdays - quilting items 

Thursdays - household/vintage items 

Thursdays - beads.   

 

As well, they are looking for a person who is interested in 

Internet selling of unusual items they receive. 

FOR SALE:  Sewing Machine carrier - large, sturdy, padded, 

18 1/2" wide x 8 1/2" deep x 13 1/2" high (inside measure-

ments).  Like new. $30.  

 

Contact Beverley Moffett at 647-627-8653 

or beverleymoffett@gmail.com. 

Missed a guild meeting?  Photos from the meetings are 

now posted on our website- check it out!  

 

Got some guild news to share? Email Valerie 

(yhqg.webmaster@gmail.com)… 

Library Volunteers Needed 

 
Unfortunately, our guild librarian has had to resign.  Shirley 

Stalford has stepped forward to help keep the library open, 

but needs more volunteers.  Please contact Shirley, at 905-

737-9193 if you are able to help out.   

 

If you are interested in the position of Guild Librarian, 

please contact Jane Cramer or Laurissa Werhun. 
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Workshops: 

Winter is a great time to plan for spring projects.  YHQG workshop March line up will be offering something for every-

one who likes to “quilt and run”! 

 

Saturday, March 12,2016  our very own Jan McGoey will being teaching  

“Precision Hand Piecing: Castle Wall and Border Prints.”  

 

Learn how to hand piece intricate 8-pointed star blocks using border prints to create unique designs. Precise "fussy-

cutting" and hand piecing result in com-

plex, one-of-a-kind blocks that can be used 

as a cushion cover,  a centre-piece for a 

medallion quilt, a sampler quilt, or a kalei-

doscope melange.  Although the process 

takes time, it is not difficult and the results 

are worth it!  Pay us a visit at the work-

shop desk to see samples of Jan’s tech-

nique and hear more about her workshop 

to create this travel-friendly block.   The 

class will run from 10am to 4pm and the cost is $45.  Fabric and/or fabric kits for one block will be available for sale—

kits for one block will be $8 and border fabrics from Community Quilts will be available at $5 per meter. 

 

 

 

Tuesday March 15, 2016, Mary Elizabether Kinch will be teaching  

“The Joy of Small Block Sampler”.  
 

Mary Elizabeth Kinch will guide you through the intricacies of creating small 

blocks that translate from lap quilt to bed size quilts.  Learn about the secrets 

to success in working with these tiny morsels, including tips, tools and 

“batchwork patchwork” – all helpful skills that will translate to other projects. 

Learn how to do a knife edge binding – one of Mary Elizabeth’s favourites! 

These persuasively addictive blocks will capture your heart and before you are 

finished you will be dreaming of your next small pieces project!  There is a $10 

pattern fee for this class. 

 

Mary Elizabeth Kinch appeared on “ The Quilt Show” with Ricky Tims in March 

2015.  For a better look at her work visit: 

 

http://play.smilebox.com/SpreadMoreHappy/4e4441354e7a45304f54633d0d0a 

 

Or her website: 

www.maryelizabethkinch.com/ 

 

 

Cheers, 

The Workshop Chicks 

Anabelle Payne and Judy Beca 

   yhqg.workshop1@gmail.com and yhqg.workshop2@gmail.com  
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Our January Vendor is Fabric Spark 

 

Fabric Spark is an online fabric shop operated by Daryl Aitken and 

located in Toronto.  She started Fabric Spark because she thinks fab-

ric should inspire you and spark your imagination, and great fabric 

does exactly that.  It’s been her buying criteria for everything she car-

ries in the shop.  With hundreds of choices there is a lot of inspiration 

to be found at fabricspark.com/ .  And, while Fabric Spark specializes 

in quilting cottons, there are also fantastic cotton/linen blends, Japa-

nese imports, sewing patterns, yarn, beautiful bundles, and monthly 

fabric subscriptions. Whether you’re making a quilt, a bag, a dress or 

gifts, there are lots of ideas to help get your next project started. 

 

                                               

Daryl will be bringing some prizes to give away at the January meeting! 

 

January Vendor: 
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The Canadian Quilters Association Report: 

You Are Wanted at Quilt Canada 2016! 
 

 In June 2016, Toronto hosts 

Canada's annual national quilt 

conference and volunteers 

are needed to help with Quilt 

Canada 2016!  Now when you 

click on the links you will see 

coordinator positions. We 

need those filled but we also 

need positions that are not 

listed there, that are less of a 

time commitment, you just 

need to send an email to  

quiltcanadavolunteer@gmail.com 

 

Why volunteer?  We have a whole slew of benefits listed 

below to make it worth your while.  What we didn't list is 

that you will laugh till your face hurts, meet so many won-

derful quilters you won't be able to remember all of their 

names, and you will make fantastic memories to last for-

ever!  How could you not want to be a part of his?  Email  

quiltcanadavolunteer@gmail.com for more informa-

tion.  And we offer some FREE workshops!! 

 

We have all different opportunities at Quilt Canada 2016 for 

you to be a part of.  Want to be an angel in a workshop and 

watch our amazing instructors teach their unique methods 

of quilt making?  Think of perusing through the National Jur-

ied Show looking after the best quilts in Canada and helping 

people.  Email quiltcanadavolunteer@gmail.com and find 

the perfect place for you. 

 

There are so many opportunities, that there will be a match 

for you somewhere!   

 

Here are the Benefits for volunteers: 

 

Shift volunteers: 

·        One day admission for 4 hours worked 

 

Full day volunteers, including teachers angels: 

·        Admission on day worked plus one additional day 

·        Lunch on day worked 

 

Coordinator/Coordinator Assistant Volunteers: 

·        4 day admission pass with name tag 

·        2016 Conference bag 

·        2016 Conference pin 

·        Shared hotel accommodation if needed 

·        Meals during conference 

·       FREE workshop or lecture ‘with conditions’ 

   

Conditions for FREE workshop/lecture 

1. choose from workshops or daytime lectures available af-

ter April 1, 2016 

2. must have someone to cover your duties 

3. available on Thurs, Fri, Sat only. (everyone will be needed 

on first day) 

4. two lectures equal one workshop 

5. Jane Sassaman lecture not eligible. 

6. Long-arm sessions are workshops.  

 

Are you enticed? Curious? Don't hesitate, email today 

at quiltcanadavolunteer@gmail.com and find out how you 

can be a part of this! 

 

 

6350 Main St Stouffville, Ontario 
 

(905) 640-5635 

- Over 1830 Bolts of Cotton (in stock) 

- Sewing Machine & Sergers  

- Drapery & Upholstery Fabrics 

- Quality Alterations( Men and Women) 

- Sewing & Quilting supplies 

- Custom Sewing 

- Sewing Classes 

www.annssewing.ca  

      In Business for 36 years   Open Thurs. till 7pm 
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What’s On: 

April 1-3, 2016 - “Quilt Atlantic” A celebration of quilt and 

fabric art.  A 3 day retreat at White Point Beach resort, 

White Point, Nova Scotia.  For more information, visit 

www.whitepoint.com/ 

 

April 16 & 17, 2016 - “Sunshine Quilt Show”  presented by 

the Orillia Quilters’ Guild.  Quilt exhibits and sales, mem-

bers’ Sunshine Market, vendors, tea room, quilt raffle with 

proceeds going to the Activation Department of Trillium 

Manor. For further information visit our website: 

www.orilliaquiltersguild.com  

Trillium Manor, 12 Grace Avenue, Orillia, ON  

 

April 21 - 23, 2016  - The Piecemakers Quilt Show is put on 

with the collaborative efforts of the Huron Perth and Stone-

towne quilters guilds. Thursday 10am-5pm, Friday 10am-

7pm, Saturday 10am-4pm.  The Pyramid Centre, 317 James 

Street South,  St.Marys, ON.  Admission  $7.00.  New Quilts, 

Tea/Luncheon Room, Quilted Articles, Merchants's 

Mall, Boutique, Demonstrations. 

 

 

April 29- May 1, 2016 - “Quilted Expressions 2016” pre-

sented by the Oakville Quilters' Guild, International Union 

of Operating Engineers Banquet Hall, Oakville, ON. 2245 

Speers Rd.  Over 200 quilts, raffle quilt, vendors, Members' 

Boutique, cafe, demonstrations.  $8 admission. 

www.oakvillequiltersguild.ca/show.html 

 

April 30, 2016  - Quilt Show and Sale presented by the 

Christ Church Quilters.  10am to 4pm.  254 Sunset Blvd, 

Stouffville, ON.  Quilt exhibits, heritage quilts, quilts for 

sale, refreshments, free gift with $10 admission.    

 

June 15-18, 2016 - “Quilt Canada 2016”.  The International 

Centre, Toronto, ON.  Wednesday to Friday 9:30am to 6pm.  

Saturday 9:30am to 5pm.  Workshops, lectures, the Na-

tional Juried Show, Invitational Show, concurrent shows, 

Trend-Tex Challenge and of course the best Merchant Mall 

ever! 

www.canadianquilter.com/index.php 

 

July 23 & 24, 2016 - “Quilts at the Creek 2016”.  An outdoor 

quilt show, hosted by Black Creek Pioneer Village, York 

Heritage Quilters' Guild and the Q@C collective.   Quilt dis-

play, workshops, merchant mall, demonstrations. 


