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January 2015 

President’s Message: 

Happy New Quilting Year!  I 

hope 2014 closed nicely and 

that 2015 will be a year full of 

many good things, especially 

quilting-related.   

 

A new year and new resolu-

tions?  I'm not in the habit of 

doing that (except to resolve 

every New Year's Day-which-

is-also-my-birthday not to let 

the number get me down!) but think that this year I will 

make more of an effort in the area of technology.  It's not 

that I'm really a dinosaur and it is more and more the way 

we are communicating.  If, for instance, we want to en-

courage younger sewers/quilters/artists to take part in our 

guild or shows, then I guess we'll have to find them using 

the means of communication that is second nature to the 

20- and 30-somethings.  So that's my resolution, embrace 

(sort of) more technology!  Please don't ask for updates, it 

may be sloooooowww in coming! 

 

You may know that we are still a little light in terms of 

numbers (not in talent, though) on the guild's executive.  

And if there was a weakness in our last show it was that 

we didn't have as many volunteers as we could have used.  

Organizations like ours depend on all of our members to 

not only pay their dues and attend meetings, but to also 

offer their talents and time.  By being involved in the be-

hind-the-scenes work for our guild I have met some won-

derful people and my life is better for them.  On an inside 

page, Laurissa will tell you a bit about her experience as 

our VP - read and consider, please. 

This newsletter is chock full of information about our No-

vember show, (and a heartfelt thank you from a show at-

tendee), updates about our January and February meet-

ings, and information about upcoming quilt challenges and 

workshops.  Please give it a careful read and mark events 

in your calendars! 

 

Jane 

president@yhqg.org 

YHQG Tuesday Meetings 
Toronto Botanical Gardens 

777 Lawrence Avenue East, Toronto 
 

Next meeting is Community Quilt Night,  
on Tuesday, January 20 at 7pm 

 
February 17, 2015 

March 17, 2015 
April 21, 2015 
May 19,  2015 

YHQG is a scent-free zone! 
 

This is a reminder to all of our members to please refrain 

from wearing perfumes at our meetings.  We have mem-

bers who are highly allergic to scents. 

Submissions for the February Newsletter should be sent 

to Judy Messenger  editor@yhqg.org by  

Friday January  23rd, 2015 

WORKSHOP ANNOUNCEMENT! 

 

In the new year of 2015 there will be a new venue for 

YHQG workshops. 

 

Our workshops will now be held in the Garden Room of 

Edwards Gardens steps away from our monthly Tuesday 

night meetings. Now we can have all our fun in one place. 

The new space is lovely, well lit, spacious and on the main 

floor.  It fills all our needs! 

 

Our workshops held at the Latvian Center were  very en-

joyable but we anticipate our new venue to be more con-

venient and positive as well. 
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Workshops: 

 

The workshops in November with Anita Grossman Solomon were a 

total success.  Anita is a thorough and attentive instructor and there 

was much to be learned from her. I think all members attending her 

classes will look at pineapple and log cabin blocks in a much differ-

ent perspective now. 

 

 

 

This year, we are anticipating the lecture and workshop from Sue Spargo, in March. Her class filled up very 

quickly and we are now taking names for a waiting list. Her kits will be available in the new year.  I will 

make an announcement when they arrive so there will be sufficient time to prepare them for her class. 

 

 

In April we will be having a Canadian, Martha Schellingerhoud.  Along with her lecture she 

will be demonstrating Quilting in Sections which certainly makes quilting large quilts on your own home 

sewing machine much easier .  In her second workshop named “Stripping the Beauty”  Martha will dem-

onstrate a variation of the New York beauty using strip piecing. 

 

All our instructors have devised great techniques to make some of our old favouites much more enjoy-

able. Every workshop offers something new to learn and take home to try out. Come and join the fun.   

 

  

Lynda Royce 

workshops@yhqg.org 

Community Quilt Night—January 2015: 

FUN, FUN, FUN!!!!!  That’s what you can look forward to experiencing at the guild meeting in January on the 20th.  The 

Community Quilting volunteer group has put together a programme for your many quilting preferences. 
 

1. Hand stitching Crazy Blocks: The theme is floral so you can  ‘think spring’ as you assemble these. 
 

 

2. Hand appliqué:  Hearts will be the focus.  Jan McGoey, Michiko Petrick and 

Judy Murakami will be overseeing these blocks, giving pointers on how best 

to handle these shapes. 
 

 

 

3. Competitive Quilting:  Three teams will compete to put together pre-cut pieces into log cabin 

blocks.  We have one team (that Sandy Lindal is one competitive lady!!) and are looking for two 

more teams of two.   Teams need to bring one sewing machine, and iron and pressing mat AND 

an  ATTITUDE  to get these blocks assembled.  Contact Wendy Dines communityquilts@yhqg.org if you have a team or 

would like to join one. 
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Members’ Technique Showcase (February 17, 2015): 

We’re chasing the winter blues away with our Members’ Technique Showcase program in February. We hope you’ll join 

us for an evening of fun, learning, and hands-on creating!   

 

Back by popular demand is Sandy Lindal with “Choosing the Right Quilt Pattern for your Quilt Top Design”.  Bring in your 

quilt top and Sandy will make suggestions as to how it may be quilted to best effect.  Using large clear plastic sheets and 

water-soluble markers, Sandy will draw designs to audition on the quilt tops.  

 

Work with wool to create whimsical applique motifs with Shirley Dawson. Shirley will talk about where to buy wool inex-

pensively and how to prepare it for sewing. She’ll show you how to combine colours, patterns and hand-stitches to cre-

ate a country/folksy aesthetic. 

 

Also back by popular demand is B.J. Reid with more on Colour Theory.  B.J. will discuss colour temperature and the ef-

fects of using cool and warm colours in your quilt. Value and dissonance will also be explored. Experiment with fabric to 

see these principles in action. 

 

We’ll have a bistro set up in the lobby where coffee, tea and treats will be served. Hope to see you there!  

As a member of the York Heritage Quilters Guild, the second largest quilt guild in Canada,  you may not know all of the 

people who volunteer to help keep our guild a hotbed of excitement.  The executive thought we would introduce our-

selves to you and tell you what we do.   Other profiles will be featured in future newsletters. 

        —————————————— 

First, I’d like to introduce myself.  My name is Laurissa Werhun, and I am the guild vice president.  During the day, I’m a 

high energy Mathematics teacher and at night, an appliqué UFO creator.  This is my very first year on the executive and 

it has been the time of my life.  The executive meets the Tuesday after our guild meeting to plan the next meeting and 

upcoming events and it is at those evenings that I have met some pretty amazing ladies of our guild and made new 

friends. 

  

As vice president of the guild, my responsibilities include seating plans for the meetings, booking the rooms for work-

shops, ordering the most amazing coconut macaroons for community quilting night and helping out our president when 

necessary for future events.  It is a very rewarding position, as I get to see how the guild works and I get to meet more 

amazing members of our guild.  If you are interested in joining out executive and helping out, please see me!!  

 

Laurissa Werhun 

vp@yhqg.org 

Meet Your Board Members: 
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Display and Competition: 

Make it Modern Challenge 
 

I would like to announce our challenge for this year.  The 

theme will be modern, but this is modern with a twist.  I 

am sure that many of you are starting to enjoy the look of 

modern quilts, but are suffering with a large stash of not so 

modern quilt fabric.  It is a dilemma, for the long time 

quilter.  I often wish I could wiggle my nose and wave my 

magic omnigrid ruler and turn my stash into a more mod-

ern palette! 

 

You are invited to join this challenge, use your older stash 

and turn it into a modern quilt. How you ask? 

 

You could just add grey or white! 

You could leave large areas of negative space! 

You could do improvisational piecing! 

You could do large scale blocks! 

You could use the quilting to modernize it! 

 

I will leave it up to your imagination to work magic on your 

stash and “Make it Modern”. 

 

Your quilt must measure 120” in perimeter or larger. Quilts 

will be presented at the May 2015 guild meeting. 

 

Show and Share 
 

Thank you to everyone who shared their work with us in 

November.  Due to guild program there will be no show 

and share for the next two months.  If your New Year's 

resolution is to finish some of your UFOs, it will give you 

lots of time to finish things for the March meeting.  I en-

courage you to bring your quilts, large or small in for dis-

play.  I think I speak for everyone when I say “we really 

want to see what you have been up to!” 
 

White Glove Ladies 
 

Thank you for volunteering to help with 

this chore.  The guild could not operate 

smoothly without your help. 
 

Quilter of the Month 
 

A big THANK YOU to Irene Dewer who shared her progress 

throughout her years of quilting, from simple quilt blocks 

to dimensional appliqué.  She has come out of the quilting 

box.   Excellent work!   By the way, Irene runs small work-

shops in her home studio. 

 
Sandy Lindal 

display@yhqg.org  

From The Modern Quilt Guild: 
 

“We define modern quilts as quilts that are functional, in-

clude bold colors, and are inspired by modern design. 

Minimalism, asymmetry expansive negative space, and 

alternate grid work are often a part of modern quilt com-

positions, as are improvisational piecing and solid fabrics.” 
 

From The New Orleans Modern Quilt Guild: 
 

“Fabrics could be upcycled vintage sheets, custom digital 

printed fabric, a yummy selection from one of the new 

modern fabric designers, or an old fabric from an ever 

growing stash.” 

and 

“Modern quilting is also about the attitude and the ap-

proach that modern quilters take.  It respects the amazing 

artistry and talent of the tradition of quilting, while allow-

ing the quilter to challenge the "rules". In fact, if there 

were one rule in modern quilting, it would be that there 

are no rules.” 



YHQG News—Vol. 36—January 2015 /5 

It’s a Wrap!   
A Short Review of a Celebration of Quilts XII: 

Firstly, before any other comments about the show, we must recognize all the efforts of the volunteers on the Steering 

Committee.  Each and every one of them put in countless hours to make this show the success it was.  Hats off to Fran 

Auty, Shirley Dawson, Andrea Heimrich, Lynne Lee, Judy Messenger, Val Prideaux, Toby Sklash, Jess Spieker, Bev Sturgeon, 

Linda Van Lierde and Laurissa Werhun. 

 

On the weekend of the show, many of our members, (about 100), donated their time to help in a wide variety of chores, 

and of course, we thank them very much as well.  The Community Quilting group were so generous in the completion of 

hundreds of etuis that were given as little gifts at the entrance table.  The Three Musketeers (Sherry Davidson, Judy Muri-

kami and Michiko Petrick) and Bev Stevens worked tirelessly over and above our Mondays together at the Stan Wadlow 

Centre.  Bev also created and gave away many, many touch quilt kits for people to put together for dementia patients.   

 

There were many compliments given and received over the course of the weekend, and that is a credit to all of the hours 

donated by our volunteers, as well as the beauty of the show. 

 

Some kind people sent us email or letters and here are some comments: 

"I went to the show today, expecting to stay an hour, and was there for 3 1/2 hours. 

 

"Just wanted to say what a GREAT show.  The number of quilts and the variety of quilt styles was something you could not 

do justice to in one walk around" 

 

"The eating areas stationed around had a great selection of items and was not something I had seen at any quilt show be-

fore.  AND the number of vendor stations was remarkable." 

 

"There was a lovely buzz and a sense of excitement." 

 

At our follow-up committee meeting, there was lively discussion about this show compared to those held previously, with 

regards to key issues such as the number of days of the show, length of volunteer shifts, quilt entries, the guild members' 

boutique and marketing the show, among other topics.  For each key position, there is a one-page summary including rec-

ommendations for our next show in 2017.  We do recognize areas that need to be improved and for the most part, this will 

involve small "tweaking".  Financially the show was a success and this will be reported in detail at our Annual General 

Meeting in May. 

 

One of our great concerns is how to encourage and improve the circumstances for our volunteers.  We recognize that we 

do need more of you, but also want to shorten the volunteer shifts and provide more guidelines to help you do your jobs.  

These are issues we will wrestle with in the months leading up to our 2017 Celebration of Quilts XIII. 

 

We are planning to announce the "Viewer's Choice" awards at our January 20 meeting, so the suspense continues for a 

short time yet! 

 

Once again, thank you all for your support and it was pretty exciting to be part of such a great group. 

 

Jane 
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More from A Celebration of Quilts XII: 

 

DID YOU TAKE HOME THE WRONG STEP LADDER FROM OUR QUILT 

SHOW? 

  

The 6' aluminum ladder in question has S. BOCKUS written on the drop down 

paint tray, as well as lots of paint on the ladder.  We think someone took it home 

by mistake because we ended up with one 6' stepladder that didn't have any 

name on it at all. 

  

If you have Sandra Bockus's ladder, please contact her at slbockus@bell.net, to 

arrange an exchange. 

LOST AND FOUND 

 

Did you forget to take home 

your baskets or containers 

from the Gift shop at the Quilt 

show? Please check for lost 

items at the end of the Com-

munity Quilt  tables at Janu-

ary's meeting. 

A SINCERE THANK-YOU 

 

Dear Guild Members: 

 

On November 14th after an enjoyable 2 hours admiring your incredible display of beautiful and unique quilts, I took a 

little dizzy spell in the parking lot when I was walking with my friend to her car.  I fainted, and recovered to find myself 

lying down with coats over me and one under my head. Someone had phoned for an ambulance. To those wonderful 

ladies who gave up their coats on that cold morning, and stood by to offer help if needed, I want to say a heartfelt 

thank you. I do not know if the ladies were YHQG members or visitors but their kindness is appreciated not just by me, 

but also by my family.  I am recovering now at home with nothing worse than a broken ankle.  A nuisance - but it will 

mend. 

 

I am a new member of your Guild, and was very impressed with the Show.  Not only do you have extremely creative 

quilters, your organizing committee did a wonderful job, and I know it takes much time and dedication to put together 

such an event.  Many congratulations to your team of administrators and your talented contributors. 

 

Again, please extend my gratitude to those who stepped up to help me on the Friday morning of your 2014 Show. 

 

Eleanor Finlay 

RAFFLE QUILT WINNERS 

 

Congratulations to our two raffle quilt winners!  Cheryl 

Hawrysh won the beautiful appliqué quilt, and Barbara 

Chin won the fresh and bright modern quilt.  Both win-

ners are thrilled with their quilts. Thank you to everyone 

who bought a raffle ticket – YHQG appreciates your sup-

port! 
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Program: 

We want you as Programme Chair for 2015-2016 

 

Have you always wanted the power to choose your favourite 

quilt artists or teachers to come and speak to our Guild?  

Here’s your opportunity.  As Programme chair,  you have 

that power to book any of those renowned artists and 

teachers.  It also gives you the chance to work with like-

minded individuals and develop friendships with other 

members of the executive committee of one of the largest 

quilting guilds in Canada.  If this sounds appealing to you, 

please email Tobysklash@AOL.com or ebev@rogers.com to 

advise us of your interest. 

 

We are looking forward to our next guest speaker in March, 

Sue Spargo from Uniontown, Ohio,  who is well-revered in 

the quilting world for her beautiful folk art quilts with all of 

their lovely embellishments.  In  April, we will be welcoming 

Martha Schellingerhoud, speaking  about her quilting jour-

ney and bringing her most colourful quilts.  Please bring your 

friends to both of these events. 

 

Toby Sklash 

programs@yhqg.org 

For Sale: Janome 2030 QDC sewing machine. It's a 

great little travelling or at-home machine. 

3 years old, in excellent condition. Not used full time, 

but as a “travelling machine”. 

Price $350. Includes manual and all original parts and 

accessories. 

Please call Jill 416.298.6960  

or email jill7leslie@gmail.com. 

Around the Block: 

I am a former member and have about 150 quilting 

magazines that I no longer need.  They are mostly 

QNM plus a few others.  If any guild members are in-

terested in them, they are free to anyone who would 

like to come pick them up.   

I am at Bayview and Eglinton.   

Regards, Shelagh McQueen  

semcqu@gmail.com 

 

6350 Main St Stouffville, Ontario 
 

(905) 640-5635 

- Over 1830 Bolts of Cotton (in stock) 

- Sewing Machine & Sergers  

- Drapery & Upholstery Fabrics 

- Quality Alterations( Men and Women) 

- Sewing & Quilting supplies 

- Custom Sewing 

- Sewing Classes 

www.annssewing.ca  

      In Business for 36 years   Open Thurs. till 7pm 

ALUMNAE of the Etobicoke Quilters' Guild 

 

Please join us at EQG’s 40th Anniversary Luncheon 

April 26, 2015 from 11:00 to 3:00 at  

The Islington Golf Club  

 

Guest speaker: EQG founder, and accomplished 

quiltmaker, Sandy Small. 

The deadline – to inform Norma Clarke and to pay $40 – 

is March 30.  Don’t miss it! 

(Cost does not include alcoholic beverages)  

 

If you have further queries, contact Norma at 

 norcla@outlook.com  
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January begins the new year, which holds promises of 

changes in our life.  A good time to focus on our quilting 

dreams, aspirations and UFO’s…..  “May your sorrows be 

patched and may your joys be quilted.” 

 

The following badges still remain in my possession.  They 

will be available at the membership desk in January.  

Please remember to pick up yours!   

Linda Boyer                 Barbara Doyle               Halley Georgas     

Karen Gregory            Ellen Maki                      Megan Mee          

Rajini Menon              Marie Rauter                Cindy Robinson   

Patricia Sanderson    Connie Shibatani          Anne Wiley   

Jane Wood                  Sima Zendegany 

Linda Plant (for March) 

 

We encourage all members to wear their name badges and 

present their current blue membership card upon arrival at 

our meetings.  

 

A warm welcome to our returning and ‘new’ members to 

our guild:  

Diane Binmore         Anna Gard                   Lyn Moore                    

Lisa Rossetti              Gail Shaw                    Suzanne Zakis 

 

Please watch out for them and extend a thread of 

‘friendship’ so they may join together with other quilters 

who have similar interests.  Our guild offers many wonder-

ful opportunities for attachments, camaraderie and friend-

ship------that membership brings. 

 

Thank you to Susan Shone and Joanne Hannon Shaw for 

their assistance on the membership desk in November.  For 

the January meeting we look forward to Cindy Robinson 

helping Hildie and I. 

 

York Heritage Guild pins will be on sale at the membership 

desk for $5.00.  Lucia Rostirolla, you can pick up yours at 

your convenience.   

 

It’s a new year---to resolve to tackle your stash.   

“Behind every great quilter is a huge pile of fabric.”  

 

See you in January, 

Lana and Hildie 

membership@yhqg.org 

Membership: 

The Canadian Quilters Association Report   
 

Trend-Tex Challenge 

Do you have a social media account?  Canadian quilters 

would enjoy seeing your challenge in progress!  (Not to 

reveal any secrets, but perhaps you are trying a new tech-

nique and could show a small area?)  Many kits have been 

ordered for this year’s Trend-Tex Challenge  

(www.canadianquilter.com/news-events.php?ID=59).  The 

theme ‘Blowing in the Wind’ has sparked a variety of crea-

tive ideas among our members. 

 

Please email president@canadianquilter.com about your 

blog/Facebook/Twitter/Pinterest or Instagram post so that 

we can repost it! 

 

Quilt Canada and National Juried Show 2015 
Registration is OPEN now for Quilt Canada in Lethbridge, 

AB (June 4-6, 2015)  Visit our website  at: 

www.canadianquilter.com/events/quilt-canada-2015.php.  

The pattern for the tablet bag on the conference site 

would be a great gift for you to add to your projects this 

month - one for the conference and one for a friend or 

family member! 

This is our second year with the online Call for En-

try.  Many quilters are reporting that this is a positive ex-

perience.  It is available at:   www.canadianquilter.com/

events/quilt-canada-2015.php. 
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Community Quilts 

CQ was well represented at the guild show.  Having the CQ 

quilts draped in various locations showcased the variety and 

beauty of the contributions of guild members to charity. 
 

Bev Stevens had a table at the guild show to display and dis-

tribute sensory blankets. 60 kits were given out for people 

to assemble who will in turn, give to them friends or rela-

tives who are living with dementia. 
 

Sensory blankets were given to the Dementia Centre in 

North York in October.  A note was attached to each blanket 

indicating that kits to assemble more blankets were avail-

able. Two recipient families have contacted CQ to say that 

they would love to be able to ‘pay forward’ the gift of more 

sensory blankets.  Kits will be dropped off at the Centre.  

Once assembled, these blankets will be returned for the De-

mentia Centre to distribute to other patients.  This is a win-

win-win for the patients, the recipient families and CQ mem-

ber Bev Stevens who has spearheaded this project. 
 

Just as an FYI - those “etui’s” that were given out at the 

Show, were cut and assembled by the dedicated CQ volun-

teers.  Special mention goes to Bev Stevens - a one woman 

TEAM - she assembled at least 40% of the 1700 items!!!  

Many, many thanks to all of the CQ volunteers for your time 

and effort to complete these in time for the show. 
I spoke with guests who were impressed by the workman-

ship and were happy to get such a great gift item. 
 

At the November meeting: 

Phoebe Visser, in trying to reduce her stash brought in yet 

another completed quilt to the CQ table- many thanks. 

Five quilt tops were returned by Bev Newton (2 from her 

own stash), Ann Ferguson, Linda Hales and Judy Lewis from 

CQ kits  (the last with supplements from her stash).  Thank 

you ladies. 

 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!!!! 

 

There is a backlog of quilt tops and/or quilt sandwiches 

(50+).  Please take a sandwich to quilt - it’s a great way to 

put in the 1,000 practice hours to hone your straight quilting 

and/or free motion quilting skills.  The recipients of these 

quilts are NOT critical - rather, they are most grateful to re-

ceive a handmade gift of a quilt. 

 

Instead of preparing kits for assembly, the CQ volunteers 

who attend the weekly Monday meetings at Stan Wadlow 

Centre will be busy quilting some of those sandwiches - all 

the while having fun!!  You’re welcome to join us any Mon-

day. 

Wendy Dines 

communityquilts@yhqg.org 

Again this year, three quilts were 

donated to “Sistering” for a 

Chrismas draw.  The adult quilt, 

child quilt and baby quilt were 

each awarded to a resident at 

their Chistmas celebrations! 

January Vendor 
 

Caroline Avery of Woodlawn Designs is closing down her 

quilting fabric business and will be selling off some batiks 

and other quilting fabrics at the January guild meeting.  Be 

sure to bring your wallets for some great deals! 

Many thanks to Caroline for her large donation of fabrics 

to YHQG's community quilting group.   
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This is My Quilt: 

If you are a member 

of the CQA, you will 

have noticed that 

the cover quilt on 

the Winter 2014 

issue of The Cana-

dian Quilter  is 

“Windswept”, by 

YHQG member 

Tracey Lawko.   

 

Recently, our president Jane Cramer interviewed Tracey about 

her quilting career: 
 

Q.  How long have you been a member of York Heritage and 

what is it you enjoy about being a member of this large guild? 
 

A. I joined about 17 or 18 years ago.  I didn’t know anyone so it 

was a bit intimidating at first.  I appreciated that there was a 

“new members orientation” at the September meeting to get 

familiar with all the activities.  I love the high quality speakers 

who come from all over the world.  It’s a great way to learn 

about quilting and have an inspirational evening out.  The teach-

ers are great. One year I signed up for every single workshop, 

regardless of whether I had a particular interest in the technique 

or not.  YHQG has been such a great way to learn. 

 

Q. How long have you been quilting? 
 

A. About 20 years. After our son was born, I thought it would be 

nice to make him a quilt.  I took a class at a local quilt shop and 

was hooked. 

 

Q. Your pictorial wallquilt, "Windswept Snow" has just been fea-

tured on the front cover of the Winter edition of "The Canadian 

Quilter".  Can you tell us a bit about this quilt and how it came to 

be that you are a "cover girl"? 
 

A. I create densely stitched landscapes that celebrate the Ontario 

countryside.  This particular piece depicts the view from my stu-

dio on a particularly cold January morning when the wind had 

carved dramatic ridges in the snow.  We are so fortunate in Can-

ada to have such natural beauty all around us.  “Windswept 

Snow” was juried into the National Juried Show of the Canadian 

Quilters Association in St. Catharines this past June.  The Editor 

of “The Canadian Quilter” saw it and asked if they could put it on 

the cover of the Winter Issue.  I was thrilled that they asked. 

 

Q. Can you tell us how you have evolved in your quilting 

style?   Did you always make pictorial quilts or do you have time 

for any other kind of quilting? 

 
 

A. That first quilt 20 years ago was a hand-pieced, hand-

appliquéd, and hand-quilted crib quilt….or I should say…it was 

supposed to be.  By the time I finished the 6 blocks, our son had 

outgrown the crib!  So I added sashing, corner blocks and a wide 

border to make it large enough to fit a single bed.  I love tradi-

tional quilts and variations on the old blocks…simple squares, log 

cabin, pinwheel…and have made several over the years.  I have 

also taken a wide variety of classes including: appliqué, paper 

piecing and various other techniques.  My first pictorial quilt, 

“The Stand at Dawn,” was a total experiment created for the 

YHQG Members Challenge in 2001.  Initially I focused on still-life 

botanicals, then I started doing landscapes.  My technique devel-

oped out of experimenting with my longarm.  Being an embroid-

erer from a very young age, I was interested in the effects of 

thread and what I could do.  My longarm gives me a full range of 

motion and the ability to draw with thread. 

 

Q. Not only are you an artist, but you are also a qualified 

judge.  What is that experience like, being on the other side of 

the quilt show experience? 
 

A. The great thing about being a judge is that you get to look at a 

lot of beautiful quilts up close.  I mean really closely.  Many peo-

ple think you are just looking at the technical aspects, for exam-

ple: sharp points, tiny appliqué stitches, evenly stitched quilting, 

etc.  While that is part of it, I really enjoy looking at aspects of 

design.  How has the quilter created visual impact?  How do col-

our, value, line, shape, pattern and/or texture contribute to the 

composition?  How are principles of design, for example: bal-

ance, rhythm, and focal point, used to express the quilters vi-

sion?  Workmanship is important, but in the end what differenti-

ates an excellent quilt from an outstanding one is design.  The 

creative imagination that quilters bring to their work, whether 

traditional or innovative, is wonderful.  

 

Q. Lastly, what do you think of the "modern quilt" trend? 
 

A. I like the very clean design in many modern quilts.  The bright 

colours are appealing and the large negative spaces are often 

used effectively to give them punch.  Balance and the rhythm of 

repeated elements or the use of a strong focal point are very 

important components of these quilts.  As a longarm quilter, I 

like the free-form quilting that adds detail and interest to the 

large white spaces. 

 

Thanks, Tracey, for taking the time to share with us.  See you at 

the guild! 

 

Thanks for inviting me! Anyone interested can see more of my 

work on my website… www.traceylawko.com/ 
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Call for Entry: 

The Grand National 
 

The Grand National for 2015 challenges quilters to capture in their quilt art some design that suggests the theme of “Connections”. 

In our global community today, networking, linking and connecting have become more important than ever before. Technology helps 

us make long distance connections, bridges, highways and canals serve asphysical connectors in the landscape but we also have fil-

ial, social and emotional connections to consider. Think what the touch of a quilt, hand-stitched by a loving grandmother can 

evoke..... So think patterns... wires... iPhones .... trains....DNA....or Proust’s famous Madeleine cookie. But Connect with the Grand 

National and enter. You are invited. 
 

1.  Quilt artists must be Canadian residents. 

2.  Each artist may submit up to two works for consideration. 

3.  Decisions will be made from dig 

ital entries. Curators will choose works that best reflect the theme, as well as for artistic 

and technical merit. 

4.  Quilts of mixed media will be considered and are welcome, though each must have a visible quilting component. 

5.  There is no size restriction. 

6.  All quilts must have been completed after December 31, 2010. 

7.  Works must be original, but may have been inspired by works in other media. Inspirational artists and/or works must 

be fully acknowledged. Written permission must accompany entries of works strongly resembling the work of another 

artist. 

8.  Direct products of kits or copyrighted patterns will not be accepted. 

9.  Selected quilts must be shipped or delivered to the Joseph Schneider Haus for arrival by 5 p.m., April 1, 2015. 

 

Entry Deadline is February 27, 2015.   Selected quilts must be shipped or delivered to the Joseph Schneider Haus for 

arrival by 5 p.m., April 1, 2015. 

 

CQA National Juried Show 

 

• The Show takes place on June 4 – 6, 2015 at the University of Lethbridge, Lethbridge, AB.  You could qualify for 

over $50,000 in prizes offered by our Sponsors. 

• The Show is open to all Canadian citizens and residents, as well as non-resident members of the CQA/ACC. 

• For an entry to be accepted, the online entry form must be filled in completely, including all the required photo-

graphs and documents. Once your entries are submitted, you will be prompted to proceed to our secure online 

payment page, where you will be required to pay a fee of $25.00 ($75.00 for non-members) plus tax for each en-

try. 

• In some cases, e.g., if photographs do not conform to requirements or if you experience issues with online pay-

ment, the entry will be accepted as incomplete and assigned a “pending” status. In such cases, you will receive an 

email with instructions on how to complete the entry process. 

• There is no limit on the number of entries. All entries must be received and completed – with no pending status – 

before noon EST on February 4, 2015. 



YHQG News—Vol. 36—January 2015 /12 

March 27-29, 2015 - ”Quilt Fever 2015”.  Presented by the Etobi-

coke Quilters’ Guild.  Fri. & Sat. 10am-5pm, Sun. 10am-4pm.  Neil-

son Park Creative Centre, 56 Neilson Drive, Etobicoke, ON.  Quilts 

from our 120 members, Raffle Quilts, Challenge Display.  Daily door 

prizes, pick-to-win draws, Merchants’ Mall, Gulid Boutique and Tea 

Room.  Admission $5 with all funds raised going towards our Com-

fort Quilt Program.   www.etobicokequiltersguild.com/ 
 

March 28 & 29, 2015 - ”Oh My Stars Quilt Show 2015”.  Sat. 10am-

5pm, Sun. 10am-4pm.  Newmarket Community Centre, 200 Duncan 

Drive, Newmarket, ON.  Hundreds quilts, wall hangings, quilted 

clothing and bags on display.  Quilt Raffle, Merchants’ Mall, Quilt 

Appraiser, Tea Room and Door Prizes. Special admission price with 

light lunch for groups of 40 or more.  Contact Sandra at (905) 884-

7625 or vesel@idirect.com  for details. 

 

April 24 & 25, 2015 - “ Off the Walls and Under the Covers”.  Fri. 

10am-6pm, Sat. 10am-4pm.  Burnhamthorpe Community Centre , 

292 1500 Gulleden Drive, Mississauga , ON.  Admission $7.00. 

 

May 1-3, 2015 - ”Feelings in Fabric 2015”.  Peterborough Sport and 

Wellness Centre, 775 Brealey Drive, Peterborough, Ontario.  Fea-

tured Quilter:  Cheryl Czaplinski.  Admission $6.00. 

 

May 2 & 3, 2015 - ”Quilted Odyssey 2015”.  Sat. 10am-5pm, Sun. 

10am-4pm.  Jim Archdekin Recreation Centre, 292 Conestoga Dr. 

Brampton, ON.  Hundreds of quilts in all shapes and sizes!  Quilt 

Raffle, Vendors’ Mall, Mini Quilt Draw, Tea Room, Members Bou-

tique. Admission $6.00. 

 

June 5 & 6, 2015 - ”Quilts on the Grand”.  Grand Quilt Guild pre-

sents their 2nd "Quilts on the Grand" show at the Centre Welling-

ton Community Sportplex in Fergus on Friday, June 5 – 10am to 

7pm, Saturday, June 6  - 10am to 4pm showing quilting projects 

from beginners to international artists.  The show will have:  lunch/

tea, tooney treasure table (raffles), memorial display, community 

projects, guild challenge, door prizes, merchants mall, viewer's 

choice, downtown merchants may even offer a discount to atten-

dees!  Please visit our website for more information:  

www.grandquiltguild.ca  

June 6 & 7, 2015 - ”Stitching Among Friends”.  10am-4pm.  Alliston 

Curling Rink, 52 Albert St., Alliston, ON.  Quilts, Tea Room, Quilt 

Raffle, Bed Turning, Mini Auction, Wall Hangings, Quilted Apparel, 

Merchant Mall, Free Parking, Handicap Parking.  Admission $5.00. 

 

June 6 & 7, 2015 - ”Quilting in the Valley”.  Presented by the Arn-

prior & District Quilters Guild.  More info to follow…. 

What’s On: 

SPRING INTERGUILD MEETING 

 
We have a date!  Spring Interguild Meeting will be held in 

London, Ontario on Saturday, March 28, 2015. Save the 

date! We are having a committee meeting in January to 

plan the activities for the day and we will post all those 

details then. Spread the word and reserve the date as 

these Interguild days are always a great inspiration for 

guild ideas. 

Visit England with Quilt Tours  
International 

August 2nd - August 11th, 2015 

For further information please contact Sheila Smith by 

email or 416-937-6737 Be sure to follow us on facebook. 


